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THE RUMP COUNCIL.

How the Republicans Stale the Leg-
islature in 1884,

A Pesky Precedent Set by Republicans
Ten Yeurd Ago in Organlzing the
Loegislnture.

\ correspondent of the Denver News
who ‘evidently knows something of the
inside fuets coneerning the organization
of the legislature in 1884 says that organ-
izing o legislature is a, very simple pro-
vess in some places, bt in this territory
it i us big o thing as “hog killin' ™" in
the country, and is frequently done in
wieh the sime way.  The present or-
ganization promises to be one ol more
than ordinary interest, .

Both parties cluim both houses, though
on the fwee of the returns the demoerats
hinve a Ili:l.jn!’if'\' of two in the council
and the republicani two i the honse:
hut the seeretary of the teérritory is the
final arbiter in all sueh watters, and
aecording to time-honored usage in this
gountry o ltle affair like o certificate of
election doesi’t amonnt to much i it
stunds in the way of sieh an organiza-
tion as the exigencies of the case re-
guire, It is said, “one with God is a
wajority," but o seeretary of New Mex-
ieoocan beat that hand, for he is a ma-
jority alon.

Phe most Hogrant case of this kind
that we probably ever had in New Mex-
ico oceurred in connection with the or-
canization of the legislatare of 1884,
when a sufficient number of certilicatos
of election indue form were disregarded
by the seeretary to change the complex-
ion of both houses,  Usunlly the admin-
istration—that is, the governor—doesn't
civre for the lower house, but the posses-
sion of & majority in the conneil i a
mittter of mnch importance o b, be-
eause e hds the appointing of all the
territorial ollicers — muditor, treasurer,
attorney general, ele,—uud all the diz-
trict altorneys thioughont the territory,
andd wll thess appointees have to be con-
firmed by the couneil,  Buton the occas
gion referred to the governor litl w
number of hig thaaeial sehemes which
he wanted to put throngh, involving ap-
propriations to the amonnt of more than
$300,000, bt he kuew that the legisin-
tirre a8 eleeted would not indorse (hese
sohomes, and 20 he and hig secretary put

1
their heads together and concluded lnI
make @ legislature to fit the case, and
they did it,  The house gllowed the see-
retary o organize it in his own way
without a protest, but  the gouneil
“kicked," sl ag soon ng the secretary
began to call ap people to be sworn in
who had no evidenees of election and to
ignore those who held certificates in due
form, the coundil insisted npon its con-
stitutional right to pass upon the elee-
tion of its own membors, and it insistel
so vigoronsly and veliemently that the
coneil chamber immaedintely hecume o
perfect bedlam, and after waiting half
an hour, vainly ponnding with his gavel
for “order," the secretury linally path-
ered np his papers and left, declaving
that he was “provented by o mob from
organizing the council.”

On the afternoon of the same day five
persons who held certificates of election,
and three whio helil no erdentials, mot
seeritly with the seeretary in the gov-
vrnor's office and were sworn in as the
territorinl conneil of New Mexieo, and
wiere ab onee so recognized by the gove
ernor, Dot o the menatime the seven
other gentlemen holding eredentinls of
election—a majority of the council—met
in the council ehamber and organizel
withont the assistunee of the secretary,
and when the governor's conneil  wont
over o take |;|-.-'.-1'>-~inll of the hall they
found it u|'|'1l|ril'|| }:'L' the legnl couneil,
and noc daring Lo risort to foree Thl‘_\'
went across the street and rented a
room and there held their meetings
during the session.  This was the body
thit has ever sinee been known in New
Mexico g the” “rump conneil " and it
enacted =ome of the most Hnparinnt log-
iglation we have ever hwl in the terri-
tory, giving us, among other things, all
of our present public debt,  Tnterested
|J:l!'lio-.~i l'.'J.I‘r':v-'l the cnse to CONEriss= wnil
to the supreme court, bt accomplished
nothing, Ex-President Harrei=on, then
chnirman of the senate committee on ter-
ritorivs, thought there wis nothing con-
eross aonld do in the matter, and  the
sipreme courl, after eight years, de-
cided that the seerstary of the territory
wias the highest anthority in such enses
and the conrt had “no right to go bes |
hind the returns.' With such a prove-
dent as this before him Phers seems fo!
be absolutely nothing to prevent the
gecratary of the territory from  organiz-

i the legiglature out of any material
that he ¢hooses o seleel for thy prepise:

all he needs is the “nerve,’” and onr see-
retaries are hardly ever deficient in that
quality,

In view of the case here reforred to,
the details of which are familine to
evervboly in the territory, it is very
natural that the present seeretary shoulid
exercise hig diseretion in this matter to
the extent of organizing the legislature
in such o way a8 1o put o safe majority
on the side of the administration,

The pretext given hy the secretary ten
yenrs ago for ignoring the holilers of vir-
tigeates and swearing in lis friends was
that “there had been gross frands com-
mitted" in certain localities, That may
have been true, but there wis no evi-
denee of ity it was merely 0 matter of
common rumor, and the secretary hal
no official knowledge of it whateyer, I
this sort of Pevidence” warrants the see-
retary o ignoring the cliims of parties
who hold certificates of olostion, then
certainly the present secretary  haos
abundant reason to exercise his disore-
tion very freely, for there are more ru-
wors of frand and more wellsgrounded
suspicions of trawd attaching to the elee-
tion of lnst November than ever hefore
attached o any election (o the territory,
and the fact that the seoretury wonld be
inlly justified in ignoring many of the
certifieates that have been issuwd is prob-
ably what gives rise to the enrrent beliof
that he intends to do so. And if he
does the republicans shoald not com-
plaing they invented the medicine aml
administereldl it 10 the democrats fre-
guently, and now i it comes their turn
to take nodose of the same they oughin't
tir muke wny wry faces abont it,

Preparations are heing made to builid
g 2pur from the Silver Uity and Northe
ern radlrom] too the new =melter being
put up ab Ivanhoe.  Congiderable work
5 now being done in the mings in the
vieinity of Ivanhoe, but  ps soon ns
the smelteris in working order the non-
ber of men at work will be very largely
inereasid and Ivanlioe will be ong of the
husivst eamps in the whole sonthwest,
The wen who are at the hewd of the
enterprise know what they are ahont ad
will e ghipping copper in large guanti-

| ties inonfew weeks,

Russel Ageeis the new  proprietor of
the postoflice news stand, having pur-

| ehiased it from B T Link who now ox«

peats to devote hig time 1o e sehiool=of

e cannty,
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